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FINAL ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed on record in the file: Amendment as received on 7-01-2005. 

Claims 1-53 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

2. Claims 31-34, 36-39, 41-45, and 47-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Sanchez et al.. Patent # 5,832,298, hereinafter Sanchez. 

3. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sanchez 
and Wilson, GB 2,347,766. 

4. Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sanchez 
and Alimpich et al.. Patent #6,232,968, hereinafter Alimpich. 

5. Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sanchez. 

6. Claims 1-25 have been withdrawn by the applicant. 

7. Claims 25-30 have been canceled by the applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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9. Claims 31-34, 36-39, 41-45, and 47-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Sanchez et a!., Patent # 5,832,298, hereinafter Sanchez. 

10. With regard to claim 31 , which teaches a network-based user interface system, 
comprising: an extensible resource interface located at a first network node and 
adapted for coupling to a plurality of client devices each located at one of a plurality of 
second network nodes different from the first network node, Sanchez teaches, in 
column 2, lines 31-36 an in figure 1, a resource interface, at a node in a network, that 
communicates with a plurality resources, at a different node, over a network to provide 
updated configuration and capabilities information. With regard to claim 31, further 
teaching a register configured to collect resource information from one or more 
resources located at other than the first network node, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, 
lines 35-41, requesting and receiving configuration and capabilities information from a 
resource located at a different node in the network. With regard to claim 31 , which 
further teaches, an options module configured to provide resource options based on the 
resource information, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 41-47, generating a graphical 
user interface using the retrieved information, the interface providing a menu of job 
options. With regard to claim 31 , further teaching a user profiler configured to construct 
profiles for at least some of the client devices, each profile indicative of client-specific 
resource options and a user interface builder configured to construct form the resource 
options and a particular one of the profiles a customized user interface for the 
corresponding one of the client devices, the customized user interface indicative of the 
corresponding client specific resource options, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 41- 
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61 and in column 1 1 , lines 43-67 and in figure 10, generating a graphical user interface 
using the retrieved information, the interi'ace providing a user selectable menu of job 
options for selecting job options which are appropriate for the current configuration and 
current capabilities of the device, and further providing a means of accepting 
information pertaining to a particular task of a particular user and configuring the 
peripheral device form the user's workstation in response to the user selected option. 
With regard to claim 31 , further teaching providing the customized user interface to the 
corresponding one of the client devices over the network, Sanchez further teaches, in 
column 14, lines 20-25, receiving, from a network peripheral device, instructions as to 
how to create, build, and display a graphical user interface for the current configuration 
and current capabilities of the networked peripheral device. 

1 1 . With regard to claim 32, which teaches the customized user interface being 
provided to the corresponding one of the client devices, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, 
lines 30-47, the customized user interface being transmitted to the client system for 
display. 

12. With regard to claim 33, which teaches the customized user interface being 
retained by the user interface system, Sanchez teaches, in column 5, lines 29-43, the 
applications and drivers stored either on the computer or on a network file server. 

13. With regard to claim 34, which teaches the first network being a node in a local 
area network, Sanchez teaches, in column 1, liens 5-16, the network being a Local Area 
Network. 
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14. With regard to claim 36, which teaches the customized user interface comprising 
a user interface to a printer driver, Sanchez teaches, in column 1 , line 65 through 
column 2, line 1 1 and column 4, lines 23-26, a GUI for a printer driver. 

15. With regard to claim 37, which teaches the customized user interface comprising 
a hierarchical menu of printer option screens, wherein one or more of the printer option 
screens is provided dynamically based on user preferences, printer capabilities, and 
user print option selection, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 35-51 and column 12, 
lines 1-8, a user selectable menu of job options presented to the user, where options 
include user preferences, capabilities, and options selection. 

16. With regard to claim 38, which teaches the user profiler is further configured to 
record the client-specific resource options preferred by individual ones of the client 
devices, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 8-1 1 , providing a listing of only the job 
options currently available. 

17. With regard to claim 39, which teaches the user profiler is further configured to 
record the preferred client-specific resource options as usage metrics, Sanchez 
teaches, in column 2, lines 51-61, a storing of a user selectable option upon selection 
by a user, and adapting the display accordingly. 

18. With regard to claim 41 , which teaches the customized user interface is built 
when the corresponding one of the client device registers with the user interface 
system, Sanchez teaches, in column 13, line 41 through column 14, line 2 and column 
14, lines 20-24, building the custom user interface when the request is made to use a 
networked peripheral device. 
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19. With regard to claim 42, which teaches the customized user interface is rebuilt 
when the corresponding one of the client device changes preferences, Sanchez 
teaches, in column 1. line 65 through column 2, line 11, keeping the graphical user 
interface up to date which the current configuration and capabilities of the networked 
peripheral device. 

20. With regard to claim 43, which teaches the one or more resources, being a 
plurality of resources, Sanchez teaches, in column 6, lines 37-44, the device being a 
multifunction peripheral device. 

21 . With regard to claim 44, which teaches the resources are printers, Sanchez 
teaches, in column 1, liens 31-37, the resource being a printer. 

22. With regard to claim 45, which teaches each profile includes at least one of a 
printer type, a print language a print media size, or a print media layout, Sanchez 
teaches, in column 1, lines 31-37 and in column 12, lines 1-8, the GUI comprising 
printer type, the media size, ad layout information. 

23. With regard to claim 47, which teaches wherein the extensible resource interface 
further includes a logger configured to capture usage data of the resources by the client 
computer, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 51-61, a storing (capturing) of a user 
selectable option upon selection by a user, and adapting the display accordingly. 

24. With regard to claim 48, which teaches each of the client devices is a device 
selected from the group consisting of a computer, a computer system, a file server, or a 
handheld computing device, Sanchez teaches, in column 5, lines 5-16 and lines 35-38 
and in figure 1 , the client devices being a computer, a laptop, and a server. 
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25. With regard to claim 49, which teaches the other network node is a third network 
node different from the first network node and the plurality of second network nodes, 
Sanchez teaches, in column 5, lines 5-16 and in figure 1, a network comprising multiple 
nodes. 

26. With regard to claim 50, which teaches the other network node is one of the 
plurality of second network nodes, Sanchez teaches, in column 5, lines 5-16 and in 
figure 1 , a network comprising multiple nodes. 

27. With regard to claim 51 , which teaches the resource options are indicative of 
operational features of the resources, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 1-10 and 
lines 35-51 , the options being indicative of capabilities of the resource. 

28. With regard to claim 52, which teaches a network based use interface system, 
comprising: an extensible resource interface located at a first network node and 
adapted for coupling to a plurality of client devices each located at one of the plurality of 
second network nodes different from the first network node, Sanchez teaches, in 
column 2, lines 31-36 an in figure 1, a resource interface, at a node in a network, that 
communicates with a plurality resources, at a different node, over a network to provide 
updated configuration and capabilities information. With regard to claim 52, further 
teaching means for collecting resource information from one or more resources located 
at other than the first network node, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 35-41 , 
requesting and receiving configuration and capabilities information from a resource 
located at a different node in the network. With regard to claim 52, further teaching 
means for providing to a particular one of the client devices a customized user interface 
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for a particular one of the resources, the customized user interface based on the 
resource information and on user preferences associated with the particular one of the 
client devices, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 41-61 and in column 1 1 , lines 43-67 
and in figure 10, generating a graphical user interface using the retrieved information, 
the interface providing a user selectable menu of job options for selecting job options 
which are appropriate for the current configuration and current capabilities of the device, 
and further providing a means of accepting information pertaining to a particular task of 
a particular user and configuring the peripheral device form the user's workstation in 
response to the user selected option. With regard to claim 31 , further teaching providing 
the customized user interface to the corresponding one of the client devices over the 
network, Sanchez further teaches, in column 14, lines 20-25, receiving, from a network 
peripheral device, instructions as to how to create, build, and display a graphical user 
interface for the current configuration and current capabilities of the networked 
peripheral device. 

29. With regard to claim 53, which teaches means for recording usage metrics 
indicative of the user preferences, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 51-61, a storing 
of a user selectable option upon selection by a user, and adapting the display 
accordingly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

30. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary ski!! in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

31- Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Sanchez 

and Wilson, GB 2.347,766. 

32. With regard to claim 35, Sanchez teaches a user interface system that control 
resources coupled to a network (see column 2, lines 35-61). Sanchez, however, 
doesn't teach that the user interfaces system is an Internet web page. Wilson teaches a 
method of controlling multiple printers similar to that of Sanchez, but further teaches, in 
column 2, line 40, the use of a web page for displaying the printer interface. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Sanchez 
and Wilson before him at the time the invention was made to modify the user interface 
system of Sanchez to include the ability to view the interface in the form of a web page, 
as did Wilson. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because a 
web page printer interface could provide multiple users easy access to the printer 
without the need to download application programs. 

33. Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sanchez 
and Alimpich et al.. Patent #6,232,968, hereinafter Alimpich. 

34. With regard to claim 40, Sanchez teaches, the system of providing user specific 
profile information to a remote device, but doesn't specifically mention the customized 
system being pre-built. Alimpich teaches a system for providing user specific options 
for print jobs similar to that of Sanchez (see column 2, lines 52 through column 3, line 
45), however Alimpich further teaches a means of receiving a customized user interface 
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pre-built (a default interface), see column 2, line 65. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Sanchez and Alimpich before him at 
the time the invention was made to modify the system of Sanchez to provide a default 
interface to the clients. One would have been motivated to make such a combination 
because this would provide a good starting point to begin customization. 

35. Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sanchez. 

36. With regard to claim 46, which teaches a particular one of the client devices and 
a particular one of the resources are located at a same network node, wherein the user 
interface builder provides at least part of an application program associated with the 
particular resource to the particular client device wherein the application program is 
configured to control the particular resource, and wherein the customized user interface 
is configured to access the application program, Sanchez teaches, in column 2, lines 
31-36 an in figure 1 , a resource interface, at a node in a network, that communicates 
with a plurality resources, at a different node, over a network to provide updated 
configuration and capabilities information, but doesn't specifically mention a case where 
a device is located locally to a resource. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having the teachings of Sanchez before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the interface system to provide support for local resources. One would 
have been motivated to make such a combination because most PCs provide support 
for local resource (printers, copiers, faxes) connected directly, and further provide 
access via the same interface that provides remote access to remote devices. 
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Response to Arguments 

37. The arguments filed on 7-01-2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The reasons are set forth below. 

38. With respect to the applicant's argument, that Sanchez does not anticipate a user 
interface builder at one network node that constructs a customize user interface for a 
client device at a different network node, and that provides the customized user 
interface to the client device over the network so that it can be displayed by the client 
device. 

39. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Sanchez teaches, in column 
14, lines 20-25, the computer receiving, from a networked peripheral device, a set of 
instructions providing a graphical user interface for the current configuration and current 
capabilities of the networked peripheral device. 

40. With respect to the applicant's argument, that Sanchez does not anticipate an 
extensible resource interface at a first network node that is adapted for coupling to a 
plurality of client devices each located at one of a plurality of second network node 
different form the first network node. 

41 . In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Sanchez teaches, in column 
2, lines 31-61, column 14, lines 20-25, and in figure 1, the one or more computers 
receiving, over a network from one or more networked peripheral devices, a set of 
instructions providing a graphical user interface for the current configuration and current 
capabilities of the networked peripheral device. 
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Conclusion 

42. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

43. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

44. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

45. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571 ) 272-4048. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/829,049 



Page 13 



Art Unit: 2173 

46. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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